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1878 Excerpt: ...which is a sure sign of
mastery of the subject, and of that faculty
which no education can give, called genius.
I wish that in the writings of our mutual
friend, Mr. Mill, I could see some touch of
that same humour. I wish that there was
The Meteor Shower, Water of Life and
other Sermons. vOl. II. R let loose that
spirit of envy, which is the counterfeit of
your righteous idea of equality relative, and
tempts men to demand that impossible
equality absolute, which must end in
making the money lenders the only
privileged class. To men possessed by
envy, your truly scientific, as well as truly
religious method, of looking for the facts of
Gods world, and trying to represent them in
laws, will be the plot of a concealed
aristocrat. I fear, too, that Mr. Mill and
those who follow him most closely, will
hardly support your method, and for the
same reason, Mr. Mill (of whom I speak
with real reverence) seems to me to look on
man too much as the creature of
circumstances. This it is, which makes him
disparage, if not totally deny, the
congenital differences of character in
individuals, and still more in races. He has,
if I mistake not, openly denounced the
doctrine of difference and superiority in
race. And it is this mistake (as it seems to
me) which has led him and others into that
theory that the suffrage ought to be
educational and formative, which you have
so ably combated. Of course if it is
assumed that all men are born into the
world equals, and that their inequality, in
intellect or morals, is chargeable entirely to
circumstance, that inequality must be
regarded as a wrong done by society to the
less favoured. Society therefore has no
right to punish them by withholding the
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suffrage, for an inferiority which she
herself...
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